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Bexley District Scout Minibuses
	
Please read all the information below before booking
*****To be covered by our insurance you must have a small minibus permit*****
If your car licence does not allow you to drive minibuses, there are certain circumstances where you may still be able to do so.

You may drive a minibus with up to 16 passenger seats provided you are able to meet all of the conditions listed below:

- You drive on behalf of a non-commercial body for social purpose but not for hire or reward (unless operating under a permit)
- You are aged 21 or over
- You have held a car (full category B licence) for at least 2 years
- You are providing your services on a voluntary basis
- You meet the 'Group 2' medical standards if you're over 70 - check with your GP if you're not sure you meet the standards

The above information is applicable to non GB licence holders also, providing the criteria is met. 

When driving a minibus under these conditions you may not receive any payment or consideration for doing so other than out of pocket expenses.

The minibus maximum weight is not more than 3.5 tonnes excluding any specialist equipment for the carriage of disabled passengers. An allowance of 750kg for extra equipment which is intended for the carriage of passengers with disabilities or wheelchair users, would cover minibuses with a Maximum Authorised Mass (MAM) of 4.25 tonnes. ( Jimmy Bus 17 seater including driver is 3500Kg and does have equipment for the carriage of disabled passengers)

You are not permitted to tow any size trailer and the minibus may only be driven in this country.

Minibus and Community Bus Permits are issued to organisations concerned with education, religion, social welfare, recreation or other activities of benefit to the community.

Minibus Permits allow certain organisations to make a charge without having to comply with the full public service vehicle operator licensing requirements and without the need for their drivers to have PCV (category D1 and D) entitlement. The services must be provided for their own members or for groups of people whom the organisation serves. The service must not be provided to members of the general public and the charges made must be on a non-profit basis.
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Our Insurance policy states that minibuses must be used as follows
1. Use for social, domestic and pleasure purposes and for the policy holder’s business.
2. Use for the carriage of passengers for hire and reward under a permit issued in accordance with the requirements of the small minibus permit – sections 19 or 22 of the Transport Act 1985.
3. Use in connection with the business of voluntary charitable or welfare organisations whilst on loan.
4. Drivers must be over 25 years old and under 75 and held a full driving licence for over 2 years.

Rules and Conditions of use of the Minibus

While the main objective is to provide transport facilities for Scout Groups/Units in the London Borough of Bexley and as such they will always have first call on it, we would like to see the “Jimmybus” and North Cray Bus being used for the benefit of as many people as possible.

Minibuses are at the same time a wonderful asset and a significant liability. Proper operation of the vehicle is therefore essential. It is for this reason that we have set down some rules for the use of the vehicle.

These rules are subject to change at any time and without notice.

Rules of the Minibus

1. The Permit Disc * must be displayed in the windscreen of the vehicle during use for the transportation of personnel. Current permits cover scouting groups within Bexley District.
Permits can be obtained from Scout Headquarters @ £5 for 5 years. Non-Scouting users can obtain these through Local Authority or the DVLA.

2. A primary driver must be declared for the use of the bus and the vehicle will only be issued to him or her.

3. The primary driver is responsible for ALL aspects of the care, protection and use of the vehicle. If more than one driver is declared, the primary driver has overall responsibility for the vehicle and its operation but the current driver is responsible for the safety of the vehicle and its passengers and any fines incurred.

4. Only authorised drivers may drive the vehicle. Anyone who drives without authorisation will be driving without insurance. (In the event of an emergency advise D Cooney for authorisation of another driver) All drivers are responsible to ensure that the law is complied with and must check before moving off that the: -
• Vehicle is road legal (includes Trailer)
• Tyres meet current regulations
• Lights are in working order
• Trailer is properly hitched
• All doors properly closed
• Passenger’s seatbelts are fastened

5. The vehicle must be kept locked when not attended by a responsible adult.

6. Smoking in the vehicle is not allowed neither is food or drink to be consumed other than water.

7. Log book in vehicle must be completed for each journey, e.g., milage, driver etc

8. Any defects must be logged in the log book and reported to the Manager. Users are liable for the first £150 damage to the vehicle.

9. The vehicle must be returned in a clean and tidy condition with a full tank of fuel.

10. Failure to adhere to these rules will be viewed as untoward behaviour.

11. Congestion Charge and Dart charge are not included in the hire charge. Please inform if you intend to use either. In the event of a charge being received it will be the hires responsible for payment.

12. A copy of your driving licence will be required in advance to allow authorization to drive.

13. You must not be paid or receive benefit in kind for driving the minibus (conditions of Permit)

Small Bus Permit*

The Scout Association is authorised to issue Small Bus Permits under Section 19 of the Transport Act 1985. This allows the holder of a permit to operate a small bus (up to 16 passenger seats + Driver) for hire or reward.

Scout Group minibuses are operated in a “for hire or reward” environment because entitlement to travel on the bus is by membership of the holding organisation. This interpretation is the result of a Court Ruling. You must not make a profit from the operation of the minibus operated under the Small Bus Permit.

You may download an application form from Scout base. There is a small fee (£5 as at 13 Feb 22). The permit lasts 5 years unless withdrawn for any reason.

The Permit is issued to the organisation NOT to the vehicle. If you hire a minibus, you will need one to use it. If you need both minibuses, you will need 2 permits.
Bexley District groups are covered by the permit already in the vehicle which must be displayed. The vehicle will not come with a permit. 

During Travel

It is best practice to have a 2nd responsible adult travelling in the Minibus.

All doors must be unlocked while carrying passengers.

All passengers must wear safety belts.
Exit doors must not be blocked with group or personnel kit/equipment

Bexley District Scouts take no responsibility for any kit/equipment neither loaded on the roof of minibus nor stored inside

Children under the prescribed height must use a booster seat.

Concentrate on the driving. The vehicle is much longer than the average car particularly when towing a trailer. Be aware also of Height restrictions. OK for almost all public roads but some sites have a much lower height restriction. (This can be found on the inside of the windscreen)

	Minibus Hire rates 2022

	
	
	

	Bexley Scout District members 
	
	Non-Bexley Scout Districts users

	£45.00 per day of hire 
	
	£60.00 per day of hire

	Evening session (up to 5hrs) - £25.00    
	
	Evening session (up to 5hrs) - £30.00   

	Dart Charge £3.00 per crossing                      
	Dart Charge £3.00 per crossing

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Keys can be collected on the day of the hire.
	

	
	
	

	Earlier collection of the keys may be possible as long as minibuses are not in use. Please make contact and we can discuss. Keys collected before 7pm the day before will incur an additional charge of £10, any time before this will result in a full day’s charge being added to your invoice.

	
	
	

	Due to several last-minute cancellations, we have decided to ask for a 25% deposit to be paid once booking is accepted. Booking is not confirmed until deposit received

	Any cancellations must be made 14 days before booking. Failure of this may result in the loss of your deposit. 

	Payments need to be made within 14 days of receiving invoice

	
	
	

	Please make cheques payable to Black Prince SASU

	or please pay online Sort Code:20-10-53   Acc:03031101 with Inv. No. or name as reference



To check availabilty and book please use the link below.
https://www.onlinescoutmanager.co.uk/v/bexleyscouts


Once your booking has been submitted copies of all drivers' licences should be e-mailed to minibusbookings@bexleyscouts.org.uk

A copy of your Small Minibus permit should also be e-mailed at the same time please or the reason why your organisation is exempt.

Bexley District Scouts users should display the permit which is in the minibus.













Driver Rules (almost all of these rules are imposed by Government regulation)

1. You must be 25 years or over and 65 years or younger (our requirement)

2. You must have an appropriate licence allowing you to drive
a. If you passed your test (not automatic) before 1st Jan 1997 you will have the appropriate driving licence unless specifically excluded (usually on medical grounds).
b. If you passed your test on or after 1st Jan 1997
i. Minibus without a trailer - Vehicle Category D1 (passenger carrying
vehicle (9-16 passenger seats)
ii. The minibus and trailer - Category D1+E
iii. IF you passed a standard non-automatic test (category B) and you have
2 years driving experience you may drive the minibus but you may
NOT tow a trailer.









From scouts. Org
Who can drive a minibus under the permit scheme?
Licences issued before January 1997
Drivers who passed their test before 1 January 1997 will usually hold a D1 101 (not for hire or reward) entitlement on their license. This allows them to drive a minibus under the permit scheme without additional conditions.
This entitlement will remain on the license until in expires when the driver reaches 70 years old, or it is removed by the DVLA (usually for health reasons).
Licenses issued after January 1997
If you passed your test after 1 January 1997, you will not automatically have a D1 101 entitlement on your license. To drive a minibus under the permit scheme, you will need to meet the following conditions:
· You’ve held a license for 2 years
· You’re aged 21 or over, but under 70
· You’re not receiving payment or other consideration for driving, other than out-of-pocket expenses
· You’re not towing a trailer
· The vehicle’s Maximum Authorised Mass (MAM) doesn’t exceed 3.5 tonnes, or 4.25 tonnes if the vehicle is adapted with specialist accessible equipment (e.g. a tail lift)
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