	Health​ ​and​ ​Safety​ ​Risk​ ​Assessment​ ​Form 

	Ref​ ​No: 
	20160201climbing 
	Task/Function: 
	Climbing  
	Location: 
	Mobile​ ​wall 

	Risk​ ​Assessor: 
	Steve Pursey SPA 
	Date: 
	02​​ ​January​ ​2024 
	Persons​ ​at​ ​Risk: 
	Everyone 

	Risk​ ​Levels:-​ ​​ ​L​ ​=​ ​Low;​ ​​ ​M​ ​=​ ​Medium;​ ​​ ​H​ ​=​ ​High​ ​(Use​ ​L-M,​ ​or​ ​M-H​ ​to​ ​indicate​ ​intermediate​ ​risk​ ​levels,​ ​if​ ​necessary) 
(NB:​ ​Risk​ ​Levels​ ​in​ ​last​ ​column​ ​indicate​ ​anticipated​ ​scores​ ​after​ ​Action​ ​is​ ​taken) 


 
	Hazard 
(What​ ​might​ ​cause 
harm?) 
 
	Risk(s) 
(What​ ​harm​ ​might​ ​be​ ​caused?) 
	Risk 
Level 
Before 
Action 
L/M/H 
	Current​ ​Control​ ​Measures​ ​and/or 
Action​ ​to​ ​Reduce/Eliminate​ ​Risk 
(Including​ ​action​ ​by​ ​whom​ ​and​ ​by​ ​when) 
	Risk 
Level 
After 
Action 
L/M/H 

	Staff​ ​Training 
	Injury​ ​to​ ​climber​ ​and​ ​or​ ​operator​ ​if​ ​equipment 
is​ ​not​ ​used​ ​appropriately,​ ​risk​ ​to​ ​public​ ​if​ ​Wall 
has​ ​not​ ​been​ ​secured​ ​firmly. 
	H 
	●Instructors​ ​must​ ​be​ ​specifically​ ​trained​ ​on​ ​the​ ​tower​ ​and​ ​hold​ ​a 
Scout​ ​climbing​ ​Permit​ ​or​ ​NGB​ ​award​ ​of​ ​CWA​ ​as​ ​a​ ​minimum. 
●If​ ​used​ ​with​ ​auto​ ​belays,​ ​tower​ ​specific​ ​training​ ​and​ ​an 
understanding​ ​of​ ​how​ ​to​ ​fit​ ​a​ ​harness​ ​is​ ​the​ ​minimum 
requirement​ ​as​ ​long​ ​as​ ​a​ ​qualified​ ​person​ ​has​ ​set​ ​up​ ​the​ ​tower and demonstrated how 

to lower it in the event of bad weather ( forecast normally available before the start of the activity).. 
●Additional​ ​training​ ​sessions​ ​to​ ​be​ ​run​ ​as​ ​required 
	L 

	Equipment: 
Wear​ ​&​ ​tear. 
Incorrect​ ​use. 
	Climbers​ ​could​ ​be​ ​seriously​ ​or​ ​fatally​ ​injured​ ​if 
equipment,​ ​especially​ ​safety​ ​equipment​ ​fails.  
Injury​ ​may​ ​occur​ ​if​ ​equipment​ ​is​ ​incorrectly 
fitted​ ​or​ ​incorrectly​ ​used.  
	H 
	●All​ ​equipment​ ​is​ ​checked​ ​each​ ​session​ ​by​ ​the​ ​group​ ​supervisor 
or​ ​the​ ​person​ ​setting​ ​up​ ​the​ ​tower​ ​.​ ​Equipment​ ​is​ ​to​ ​be​ ​checked 
regularly​ ​as​ ​it​ ​is​ ​being​ ​used​ ​during​ ​each​ ​session​ ​and​ ​if​ ​found​ ​to 
be​ ​worn​ ​or​ ​not​ ​operating​ ​properly​ ​it​ ​must​ ​be​ ​swapped​ ​out​ ​and 
safely​ ​stored​ ​and​ ​logged,​ ​this​ ​must​ ​then​ ​be​ ​inspected​ ​by​ ​a 
technical​ ​advisor​ ​i.e.​ ​a​ ​county​ ​assessor. 
●All​ ​supervisors​ ​should​ ​reinforce​ ​best​ ​practice​ ​and​ ​correct​ ​poor​ ​or 
incorrect​ ​practice​ ​and​ ​use​ ​of​ ​equipment  
●Retraining​ ​offered​ ​when​ ​necessary  
  When using Auto belays only a harness should be used.. This avoids Helmets getting caught during lowering off of the Auto belay. No Helmets to be worn when using Auto Belays..
	L/M 

	Fall​ ​from​ ​wall​ ​during​ ​a​ ​top​ ​roped 
climb 
	Climbers​ ​could​ ​be​ ​injured​ ​during​ ​fall. 
Climbers​ ​could​ ​impact​ ​wall​ ​during​ ​a​ ​fall. 
	M/H
	●Top​ ​rope​ ​protection​ ​can​ ​reduce​ ​length​ ​of​ ​downward​ ​falls. 
●Clear​ ​instruction​ ​from​ ​the​ ​approved​ ​person/supervisor​ ​to​ ​stay​ ​on 
route​ ​and​ ​in​ ​line​ ​with​ ​the​ ​rope. 
●Handholds​ ​checked​ ​prior​ ​to​ ​use​ ​and​ ​tightened​ ​as​ ​required 
	L 

	Fall from Wall during Auto Belay claimb
	Climbers could lower off too quickly if the pressure in the system is low.
Helmet catching if worn…

Swing/ stike of head…
	M
	Auto belays must be checked before use that they are at the correct pressure and inspected after each session ( ½ day).

Helmets should not be worn when using Auto belay.

Highlight the risk of swinging if not staying on line/route whilst climbing, challenge if observed.
	L/M

	Peer​ ​Belaying. 
Belaying​ ​error 
 
	Climbers​ ​could​ ​be​ ​lowered​ ​or​ ​released​ ​too 
quickly. 
Belayer​ ​may​ ​use​ ​incorrect​ ​method.  
Belayer​ ​may​ ​get​ ​rope​ ​burn​ ​or​ ​a​ ​hand​ ​caught​ ​in 
the​ ​belay​ ​device.  
	H 
	●Clear​ ​and​ ​detailed​ ​explanation​ ​and​ ​demonstration​ ​of​ ​the​ ​belay 
method​ ​by​ ​the​ ​approved​ ​person/supervisor. 
●Close​ ​supervision​ ​of​ ​the​ ​whole​ ​of​ ​the​ ​belay​ ​method​ ​including 
additional​ ​support​ ​during​ ​lowering. 
●Approved​ ​persons/supervisors​ ​are​ ​to​ ​‘tail’​ ​the​ ​dead-rope​ ​and/or 
fix​ ​a​ ​‘stopping​ ​knot’​ ​in​ ​the​ ​dead-rope​ ​as​ ​detailed​ ​in​ ​their​ ​training. 
	L 


	
	
	
	●An​ ​approved​ ​person/supervisor​ ​may​ ​choose​ ​to​ ​apply​ ​additional 
accepted​ ​rope​ ​management​ ​methods​ ​where​ ​they​ ​are​ ​deemed 
appropriate. 
●i.e.​ ​Back​ ​up​ ​person​ ​or​ ​a​ ​simplified​ ​belay​ ​method. 
	

	Participants​ ​left​ ​unattended 
	Participants/​ ​Climbers​ ​could​ ​fall​ ​and​ ​be​ ​injured 
 
	M 
	●All​ ​Activity​ ​Sessions​ ​to​ ​be​ ​supervised​ ​by​ ​qualified​ ​staff​ ​using​ ​a 
ratio​ ​equivalent​ ​to​ ​qualifications. 
●General​ ​Induction​ ​and​ ​ongoing​ ​training​ ​and​ ​assessment​ ​for​ ​staff. 
	L 

	Correct/​ ​Incorrect​ ​equipment 
(footwear​ ​or​ ​Jewellery) 
	Participants​ ​could​ ​fall​ ​due​ ​to​ ​feet​ ​slipping 
 
Participants​ ​could​ ​injure​ ​hands,​ ​ears​ ​neck  
	M 
	●Appropriate​ ​footwear​ ​to​ ​be​ ​worn​ ​correctly​ ​and​ ​checked​ ​by 
supervisor.​ ​No​ ​Barefoot​ ​climbing. 
●Supervisor​ ​to​ ​ensure​ ​all​ ​jewellery​ ​is​ ​removed​ ​where​ ​possible 
 
	L 

	Struck​ ​by​ ​falling​ ​item 
(Equipment,​ ​climber) 
	Participants​, ​Staff​ ​and​ Public  
	M/H 
	●Helmet’s​ ​to​ ​be​ ​worn​ ​by​ ​participants​ ​and​ ​staff​,​ ​visitors​ ​not 
climbing​ ​should​ ​not​ ​enter​ ​the​ ​climbing/belay​ ​area. 
If auto Belays are in use, helmets should not be worn.
●Barrier​ ​used​ ​to​ ​provide​ ​a​ ​safe​ ​climbing​ ​/​ ​descent​ ​area 
With appropriate signage and strict adherence to clear area policy

* Waiting climbers are to be stood in a safe area prior to climbing  
	L 

	Unsupervised​ ​use​ ​/​ ​access 
	Public 
	M 
	●Wall​ ​made​ ​safe​ ​after​ ​the​ ​last​ ​daily​ ​session.​ ​Climbing​ ​equipment 
stored​ ​and​ ​barrier​ ​closed​ ​around​ ​the​ ​wall. 
	L 

	Tower​ ​transportation/​ ​Accident 
	Driver,​ ​Public,​ ​other​ ​drivers,  
	H 
	●Driver​ ​must​ ​be​ ​using​ ​a​ ​vehicle​ ​which​ ​can​ ​tow​ ​2.2t​ ​and​ ​hold​ ​a 
licence​ ​which​ ​allows​ ​this. 
●The​ ​driver​ ​must​ ​be​ ​comfortable​ ​towing​ ​a​ ​vehicle​ ​of​ ​this​ ​length 
and​ ​have​ ​experience​ ​of​ ​towing​ ​a​ ​large​ ​trailer​ ​or​ ​caravan 
●The​ ​climbing​ ​trailer​ ​must​ ​be​ ​checked​ ​for​ ​road​ ​worthiness​ ​prior​ ​to 
each​ ​journey​ ​and​ ​all​ ​safety​ ​equipment​ ​must​ ​be​ ​fitted,​ ​i.e.​ ​break 
away​ ​cable,​ ​light​ ​board.  
	M 

	Tower​ ​miss-use  
	Operator,​ ​climbers,​ ​general​ ​public 
	H 
	●The​ ​weather​ ​forecast​ ​must​ ​be​ ​checked​ ​daily  
●The​ ​tower​ ​must​ ​not​ ​be​ ​used​ ​in​ ​gusting​ ​winds​ ​of​ ​30mph​ ​or​ ​more 
or​ ​above​ ​low​ ​force​ ​4​ ​moderate​ ​wind​ ​speed​ ​20-23mph 
●The​ ​tower​ ​must​ ​not​ ​be​ ​used​ ​during​ ​an​ ​electrical​ ​storm​ ​or​ ​heavy​ ​/ 
persistent​ ​rain.​ In the event of an electrical storm ​The​ ​tower​ ​should​ ​be​ ​left​ ​clear​ ​and​ ​unplugged from​ ​any​ ​power​ ​supply. 
●When​ ​setting​ ​up​ ​the​ ​tower​ ​any​ ​trip​ ​hazards​ ​should​ ​be​ ​identified 
and​ ​​ ​minimised​ ​through​ ​control​ ​measures​ ​or​ ​warning​ ​notices 
placed​ ​out​ ​to​ ​inform​ ​of​ ​any​ ​hazard​ ​present. 
●Where possible a​ 10​ ​metre​ ​clearance​ ​area​ ​should​ ​be​ ​observed​ ​when​ ​raising​ ​or 
lowering​ ​the​ ​tower. Close supervision must be observed at all times of raising/lowering
●Soft​ ​ground​ ​should​ ​be​ ​avoided​ ​when​ ​towing​ ​around​ ​a​ ​site​ ​and 
Pads​ ​should​ ​be​ ​used​ ​under​ ​all​ ​jacking​ ​points​ ​to​ ​spread​ ​the​ ​load. 
●The​ ​tower​ ​should​ ​be​ ​erected​ ​as​ ​close​ ​to​ ​vertical​ ​as​ ​possible​ ​​ ​and 
on​ ​firm​ ​ground. 
A user weight limit of 16 stone must be observed when using the tower 
	L 

	 Signed: 
	Steve Pursey SPA 
	Risk​ ​Assessor 
	 
	Signed: 
	Stuart Knowles County Climbing Manager 
	Manager 
	 

	Date: 
	 02/01/2024
	 
	 
	Date: 
	02/02/2024
	Review​ ​Date: 
	01/01/2025


